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A
t 100 years old, Linn S. Chapel 

Lumber (LSC) stands proud as 

a cornerstone business in the 

Elmira Community. In its fourth genera-

tion of family ownership, LSC is the only 

lumber and building material dealer left 

in Elmira, outlasting almost a dozen sup-

ply companies in the immediate region.

 It all began in 1913 when two friends and business as-
sociates decided that they would venture into the coal busi-
ness. Harry H. Hayes, an insurance agent together with Linn 
S. Chapel, who actually worked for Hayes at the time (at his 
insurance agency), went into business selling coal. Shortly 
afterward, Hayes ventured away from the company to pursue 
a law career while Hayes’ son-in-law James R. Beecher was 
brought in.  
 In 1925, Linn S. Chapel, as owner of the company, incor-
porated as Linn S. Chapel and decided with Beecher to go 
into lumber and built the first sheds at the yard. 

 

For the next couple of decades, Chapel and Beecher built up 
the coal and lumber business. In 1929 alone, Linn S. Chapel 
sold 322 carloads of coal—13,000 tons—while expanding 
their lumber business.
 In 1943, Chapel passed away and James R. Beecher was 
elected president, with his son John H. Beecher at age 12 
beginning to ride shotgun on lumber deliveries. In 1966, 

Linn S. Chapel Celebrates 100 
Years in Business!
By Stephen Ciccone, NRLA regional director

The Beecher family picture L to R: Bill Beecher’s mother, Joanne 
Beecher, with Bill, son John, wife Tasha, and son Bryce. 

(continued on pg. 111)

Linn S. Chapel Company in the early 
1930’s.  Linn S. Chapel standing on 
porch to left.

Today, Linn S. Chapel Lumber prominently 
spans 8 acres to supply all lumber and 
building materials needs of DIY’s, contrac-
tors, and builders.

Busy Day for Chapel Lumber!
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ROBERT D. BICKNELL
President
Bicknell Building Supply
PO Box 5110, Potsdam, NY 13676-5110
Work Phone: 315.265.3900
Fax: 315.265.1728
Term: 10/1/2012-09/30/2015

DAVID MOORE
Vice President
Wiley Brothers Inc.
PO Box 59, Schaghticoke, NY 12154-0059
Work Phone: 518.753.4266
Fax: 518.753.6922
Term: 10/01/2012-09/30/2015

MARIE NAUGHTON
Treasurer
Curtis-Newton Corporation
41 River St., P.O. Box 4128
Dedham, MA 02026-2935
Work Phone: 781.461.6000
Fax: 781.329.7360
Term: 10/1/2010-09/30/13

RITA FERRIS
Secretary
Northeastern Retail Lumber Association
585 N. Greenbush Rd., Rensselaer, NY 12144-9615
Work Phone: 518.880.6352
Fax: 518.880.6353
Term: 10/1/2007-09/30/2099

ED J. GODEK, III
NYLE Trustee
Rex Lumber Co.
489 Sullivan Ave., South Windsor, CT 06074-1942
Work Phone: 860.289.5441
Fax: 978.263.9806
Term: 10/1/2011-09/30/14

GREGORY BRANECKY
Director
Miner’s Inc.
129 River Rd., P.O. Box 130
Canton, CT  06019-0130
Work Phone: 860.693.1111
Fax: 860.693.9644
Term: 10/1/2010-9/30/2013

WILLIAM BRUNNER
Director
Endicott Lumber & Box Company
3010 Wayne St., Endwell, NY  13762-8439
Work Phone: 607.748.8227
Fax: 607.748.3958
Term: 10/1/2010-09/30/13

GENN HAGAN
Director
GNH Lumber, Inc.
11513 Rte. 32, Greenville, NY  12083-9700
Work Phone: 518.966.5333
Fax: 518.966.5915
Term: 10/1/2011-09/30/14

JASON HANNA
Director
Curtis Lumber Company Inc.
885 Route 67, Ballston Spa, NY  12020-3648
Work Phone: 518.885.5311
Fax: 518.885.1126
Term: 10/1/2011-09/30/14

MATT KUIKEN
Director
Kuiken Brothers Company Inc.
6-02 Fair Lawn Ave., PO Box 1040
Fair Lawn, NJ  07410-8040
Work Phone: 201.705.5367
Fax: 201.475.2167
Term: 10/1/2011-09/30/14

JEFFRY LARSON
Director
Gilmore Home Center
PO Box 72, Bomoseen, VT  05732-0072
Work Phone: 802.468.5676
Fax: 802.468.3260
Term: 10/1/2010-09/30/2013

TIMOTHY LYONS
Director
BROSCO
146 Dascomb Rd., Andover, MA  01810-5898
Work Phone: 800.222.7981
Fax: 978.475.7575
Term: 10/1/2011-09/30/14

JORDAN RUSSIN
Director
Russin Lumber Corp.
21 Leonards Dr., Montgomery, NY  12549-2643
Work Phone: 800.724.0010
Fax: 845.457.4010
Term: 10/01/2010-09/30/13

JASON THACKER
Director
Howe Lumber Company Inc.
225 West Main St., East Brookfield, MA 01515
Work Phone: 508.885.5396
Fax: 508.885.7667
Term: 10/1/2011-09/30/14

ANGIE WALLERT
Director
Boston Cedar
80 Hampden Rd., Mansfield, MA 02048-1829
Work Phone: 508.851.3312
Fax: 781.343.0747
Term: 10/1/2011-09/30/2014 

MELISSA MORLANG
Staff Liaison
Northeastern Retail Lumber Association
585 N. Greenbush Rd., Rensselaer, NY 12144-9615
Work Phone: 518.286.1010
Fax: 518.286.1755
Term: 10/1/2007-09/30/2099

CRICKETT THOMAS-O’DELL
Staff Liaison
Northeastern Retail Lumber Association
585 N. Greenbush Rd., Rensselaer, NY  12144-9615
Work Phone: 518.286.1010
Fax: 518.286.1755
Term: 10/1/2011-09/30/2099

CHIARA ASTRIAB
Staff Liaison
Northeastern Retail Lumber Association
585 N. Greenbush Rd., Rensselaer, NY 12144-9615
Work Phone: 518.286.1010
Fax: 518.286.1755
Term: 10/01/12-09/30/15

lbmdf board of directors

John H. Beecher was elected president 
after his father passed away. That year, 
Beecher tore down all the coal silos to 
focus the company entirely on lumber 
and building materials, and in 1968 
built the store that stands at its current 
location.
 Over the next several decades, 
LSC grew under the hard work and 
direction of Beecher, who was a very 
dynamic person according to everyone 
who met him. In his time stores were 
tried in Mansfield, Pa., and Ithaca, N.Y. 
Beecher also made the critical decision 

to join LMC, which LSC credits, along 
with its great employees, as the key to 
its success.
 In 1983, John’s son Bill started 
working full time at Linn S. Chapel and 
continued with the company even as he 
attended college and afterward. Having 
health issues in 2003, John decided that 
some organizational changes should be 
implemented in order to assure conti-
nuity and growth of LSC, so he stepped 
down, making Bill president. 
 In 2004, John lost his battle with 
lymphoma. Admiring and learning 
from his father for more than two de-
cades, Bill continues the Beecher lega-

cy as president of LSC.
 Today, under Bill’s leadership, LSC 
services do-it-yourselfers, contractors, 
and builders in Chemung Counties 
and surrounding areas out of their 
original Elmira location. He is proud 
of the company, his family before him, 
and the employees who make the com-
pany what it is today. 
 “I can’t imagine working in any 
other industry. It is the people who 
make it great!” says Beecher.
 On May 17, 2013, Linn S. Chapel 
celebrated its 100th anniversary with 
customers, employees, friends and 
family. LC

LINN S. CHAPEL...
(continued from pg. 78)
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